3s6      ST. ArGnSTINK AND HIS AGK
learn without surprise that Pelagius incurred no reproach as long as he remained in the eternal city. His elevated character and /.eal attached many of the best of the Italians to him, such as Paulinas, and a large number of the Roman clergy. In fact, there is an amusing and instructive illustration of the quality of his teaching, I Ie wrote three works during his stay at Rome, one on the Trinity, another comprising a collection of moral maxims from Scripture, and a third which consisted of a commentary on St. Paul's Kpistles. In the latter work his characteristic ideas were bound to find expression, and in point of fact Augustine detects many heretical passages in it a few years afterwards. But not only did this work receive nothing but approbation from the Christians of Home, it was actually attributed at a later date to Pope (»elasius\ and then, for several centuries, to Jerome himself, the most bitter opponent and critic of its real author. That is a unique and precious fact in the history of heresy. Further, he wrote a long letter on nature and grace to Paulinas in 405, in which Augustine's practised faculty discovered —ten years afterwards »~~a complete betrayal of his heresy,
Pelagius was brought into conflict with Augus-